ihe Fortuguese rodengo

Velga

‘odengo Pequeno also has the same characteristics as the Medio, 4. EVOLUTION OF THE BREED

t for slight differences, especially for its small body, being
fied as elongated. It possesses flat or slightly arched skull, which
it an appearance of a heavier head than the Medio. In many
. the head is rectilinear. With the length of body larger in relation .
height, it has the appearance of short quarters, with the forearm
al or slightly turned out. i

4.1-Podengo Medio and Grande

The variety that serves as the breed standard is, without a doubt,
the Podengo Medio, with the Grande a mere extension of the Medio,
with the only difference its larger structure and size,

As a primitive breed the phenotype has not changed much from
the original model, only adapting to the climate and to the topography
of our territory.

This was possibly due to the isolation of the Portuguese territory -
as the western most point of the continent, the Podengo was not very
cxposed to the influences of the migrations of people and of the
animals that accompany them.




i Veiga

[ts scientific name is Canis Cursorius. It was originally called
‘theiro in the North of Portugal, and in the South, Podengo, which
1is century became the universal name.
The eminent cynologist Manuel Moréda attributed the origin of
name (Podengo), to the Spanish occupation in the filipinian
od in that many employees and Spanish noblemen stayed in
tuguese lands, calling to our * Coelheiro " the ** Podengo”.
[n support of this thesis, Manuel Moréda points to this sentence of
Spanish cynegetic treatise writer Alonso Martinez de Espinar in
4 “los conejos los matan en Portugal con podencos a que Hamam
gjeros.”” (Rabbits are hunted in Portugal with Podengos that they
Conejeros.)

The Priest Domingos Barroso” takes a different view, referencing
“ Orderings of D. Afonso [l * in 1261, as well as the etymology
he derived word from the Latin term potencu as noted in the
sidies for a Complete Dictionary from A. A. Cortezdo, which
onstrates that the acquisition of the word in the galaico-
uguese lexicon is contemporary of the foundation of the national-
therefore long before the filipinian occupation.

Paulo Drumond Braga™ also notes the first of the reference to dogs
‘ortugal - the forums of Guarda dated by D. Sancho I in 1199 —
ch impose a fine for killing certain breeds of dogs. One of the pro-
ad breeds in this document was the Podengo.
The same work provides a vast archive of documents and images
1e dogs that were common in the Middle Ages, such as the Aldo,
Greyhound, the Bloodhound, the Podengo and the Mastiff.

Among others, it mentions documents that refer to the dog breed
engo, giving us a sense of the importance of the hunting dog
:ds and especially of Podengos, during the Middle Ages and that
reference here:

ine Horiuguese roaenyo

- The Livio de Montaria de D. Jodo 1 (XV century); the Livio de
Linhagens do Conde D. Pedro (XIV century); the Ordenagoes
d’El-Rei D.Duarte regarding the regiment of the royal house dated
1261: in the Inventdrio e Contas da Casa de D. Dinis (1278-1282); in
the Chronicle of the count D. Pedro de Meneses, where they talk
about the Podengo according to a determination of the archbishop of
Braga dated 1402; as well as the reference to an inquiry of
D. Sebastido from the estate of Carregado offering him two Podengos
(XVI century).

The same author mentions in his work, varied images that
identify some dogs of the Podengo type as follows:

- lumination of the Livio das Horas de D. Fernando, dated for
1530 (National Museum of Antique Art); silver plate of 1720-1750
(private collection); illumination of the Book 10 of Estremadura, first
quarter of the XVI century (National Archives of Torre do Tombo)
and silver plate of the end of the XVII century (private collection).

Today we know a bas relief dated to the X or XI century, located
at the Church of S. Jodo Baptista, in Tomar, where one can see in an
unequivocal way a Podengo with a rabbit in its mouth, having the
same type as the Podengo of today.
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