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STANDARD

5.1-Story and evolution

The Portuguese breeds have been well known since the beginning
everyone and that explains why, since the first events, the breeds
ve remained the same just as they are known today.

The Portuguese Podengos are an example of that, appearing since
: very first canine exhibitions known, especially the one of 1902 in
iorto, the one of 1903 in Evora, and in 1908 in Lisbon, classificd
rerically as Podengos.

Only much later did the Podengos appear divided in varieties of
¢ and hair type, coinciding with the creation of the "Portuguese
igins Book" in 1933 (known as L.P.O.) and that later on the
spted the name of "Portuguese Book of Origins" (known as L.O.P.).

In the first "Portuguese Origins Book" published in 1956, about

s dogs registered between 1932 and 1946, we have | Large Podengo
Long Coal, 13 Medium Podengos of Leng Coat, 14 Medium
dengos of Short Coat and 1 Small Podengo.

Starting from the date of the foundation of the Book of Origins,
dengos already appear in the catalogues of the canine exhibitions in:
several varieties. This breed becomes detined with the publication
the standard of breed, where the morphologic parameters are
fined and typified as the ideal reference of the type.

However, since the beginning of these dog shows where the
sject of the type and especially of the varieties of the known racial
ups, was a source of study and discussion, there was a lot of
erest by cynologists of the first half of the century, in defining sizes
1 making uniform the existent subspecies.
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Paulo Cancela, in the magazine "A Caga" classified the existent
Podengos in two species: the Barbagas from the North and the
Galguenhos from the South. He also claimed that there were barbacas
of big and small size and in yellow, white, and of white with yellow
markings.

Armando Correia de Melo referred two categories of Podengos,
the Small ones and the Large The height being shorter or taller than
40 cms (division adopted at the Lisbon Exhibition in 1908) *

Due to the enormous differences in size among the dogs, the
author proposed the classification in three sizes. The small ones of
less than 45 cms, the medium ones up to 55 cms, and the large with
height of more than 55 cms.

The same cynologist referred to three hair types in Large
Podengos: the short, the bristly and the long.

For the purpose of making the breed more uniform, a standard for
sub-species was created by the eminent cynologists and veterinary
doctors Dr. Antonio Cabral and Dr. Luis Navarro Brazao and was
used. This standard of the Portuguese Podengo was approved in 1954
by the Portuguese Kennel Club.

Dr. Anténio Cabral Dr. Luis Navarro Brazio
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In the standard of the breed as adopted there were three size
risions and two varieties of coat, what stands until today.

The adoption of the criteria of the varieties with relation to the size

1 the coat has had the support of most of the cynologists. But there
ve been some minority opinions heard. Pleading each of the
deties as an autonomous breed. Manuel Castelo Branco® argues
t there are significant morphological differences in the three
jeties. The Portuguese Podengo standard adopted as a central
erence, the morphology of the Medium Podengo to serve as the
erence for the other sizes the exceptions being a few specifics that
s standard clearly refers to in relation to the Large and the Small.

1955

The standard of the Podengo was created in 1954 and published
“the first time together with the one of the remaining Portuguese
seds in 1955. That first edition of the book was called "Portuguese
igs. Standard of its Breeds".
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After ten years, the first revision was made in 1964. It was
published one year later in a second edition where some small
alterations were introduced in relation to the three varieties. The most
significant was in relationship to the Small Podengo, although the
Large Podengo was also referred to, and later on another new revision
in 1978 led to the publication of the 3rd edition, which was published
and remains the Podengo standard of today. The modifications that
were referred to between the 1st and the 2nd edition are in summary:

With relation to the general appearance and aptitudes (natural
abilities) of the Medium Pedengo, it was no longer classified as
"Sub-longlined", but "Sub-mediolined".

With relation to the Small Podengo, the alterations were the
following ones:

General appearance - "longlined dog’' changed to "sub-longlined”
Cranial region - "drched” changed to "Flat or lightly arched”;

Body - "drched topline” was eliminated being changed to the descrip-
tion of Medium Podengo "body topline straight or slightly arched”.

The modifications of the Podengo standard were almost always
for the small variety, because it was the one that needed more
homogeneity and structure, hoping the result would lead to its
evolution

Regarding the Large Podengo up to 1964 and concerning the tail,
is the following description:

Tail - "it can curve in a sickle shape” - starting from this date, to be
also a characteristic of the Medium Podengo.
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With the 3rd edition of the Book of Portuguese Dogs, Standards of
s Breeds, the mention that previously existed about the coat of the
mall Podengo disappeared and said:

‘oat - "short and flat" - having removed such reference in the new
jition of 1978, it was unequivocal that the Small variety also
ossessed the two coat types - the Short and flat and the Long and
iry - as in the standard of the Medium Podengo.

The structure introduced in the standard of 1954, revealed the
resent look of the existent dogs that exhibited the same standard,
lthough they had developed progressively more due to the work of
1e breeders' selection, and to better feeding, a fact that is reflected in
1e revisions of 1964.

Today, a justified new revision in the standard, would require that
tention to any modification will have to take into consideration the
resent look and abilities of the existent dogs and the general balance
f how it affects the standard.

Any option that is not debated sufficiently with those who
:present the breed and that do not take in consideration technical
ibjects with the necessary depth can be a bad step that unavoidably
ill rebound hopelessly in the breed. The good sense of the past and
le great knowledge of those that were responsible for the standard
ad its alterations, impose upon all of us, dog breeders of today, a
mse of responsibility and humility that guarantees a coherent and
ssponsible evolution in the breeding and selection of the Portuguese
odengo.

5.2-Actual standard of the Portuguese Podengo

TILISATION: This breed is mainly encountered in the north of the
suntry. According to their natural disposition, these dogs are used for
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hunting rabbits, singly or in a pack. They are also appreciated as good
watchdogs.

CLASSIFICATION F.C.1.: Group 5: Spitz and primitive type;
section 7-Primitive type-hunting dogs without working trial.

GENERAL APPEARANCE: Of medium size and substance, well
balanced in proportions, well muscled and with strong bone.

TEMPERAMENT: Very lively and clever, unassuming and robust.

HEAD: Lean, shaped like a four-sided pyramid with a large base,
diminishing considerably towards its pointed end.

CRANIAL REGION:

Skull: Flat, almost straight in profile. Superciliary ridges prominent.
Frontal groove hardly perceptible; the region between the ears
horizontal; occipital bone prominent.

Stop: Barely defined.

FACIAL REGION:

Nose: Tapering towards the slightly protruding tip; frontal plane of the
nose slightly slanting; its colour always darker than that of the coat
Muzzle: Nasal bridge rounded (in cross section); straight when seen
in profile. Muzzle shorter than skull and broader at its base than at the
front end.

Lips: Close fitting, thin and horizontal.

Jaws/Teeth: regular, with strong white teeth. Normal bite.

Eyes: Very lively expression; slightly protruding from the eye-
sockets: colour varies according to coat colour, from honey to brown;
small and set obliquely; colour of eyelids darker than coat colour.
Ears: Set on medium high and oblique; carried erect, very mobile;
yertical or slightly inclined forward when the dog is attentive,
triangular shape, broad at the base, tapering to a point; ear leather thin;
length of ear remarkably greater than width at set-on.
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leck: Harmonious transition from head to body; straight, suitably
mg; strong and well muscled. No dewlap.

ODY:

opline: Straight or slightly arched.

ack: Long, straight or slightly sloping.

oins: Straight or slightly arched; broad and muscular.

amp: Of medium length, broad and well muscled; straight or
ightly slanting.

hest: Forechest slightly accentuated, muscular, not too wide; chest
zep and long; of medium width; long sternum rising towards rear;
bs hardly rounded, oblique,

elly/flanks: Lean, with a slight tuck-up.

nderline: Slightly rising.

ail: Set on high rather than low; strong, thick, of medium length,
pering towards a fine point; in repose hanging between hindlegs
ith the tip slightly curved upwards; in movement carried
rizontally with a slight upward curve or carried upright in sickle
1ape; never curled up into ring shape.

IMBS

DREQUARTERS:

eneral: Scen from the front and from the side, vertical and straight,
ell muscled and clean.

houlders and upper arm: Long and oblique; strong and well
uscled; forming a blunt angle at shoulder joint,

srearm: Vertical, long and muscular.

astern: Strong, short, slightly slanting.

ront feet: Round, long, strong, tightly bunched and strongly arched
es; nails strong, short, preferably dark, pads hard and resistant.
INDQUARTERS:

eneral: Seen from behind and from the side, straight and parallel;
ell muscled, clean.

pper thigh: Long, of medium width, muscular.
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Second thigh: Long, slanting, strong, muscular, clean.

Hock joints: Set on medium high, clean and strong, forming a blunt
angle.

Hocks: Well boned, short, slanting; without dewclaws.

Hind feet: Round; long, strong, tightly bunched and strongly arched
toes; short, strong, preferably dark nails; hard and resistant pads.

MOVEMENT: Swift and light-footed.

SKIN:
Mucous membranes preferably with black pigment or, in any case,
darker than coat colour. Skin thin and close fitting.

COAT:

Texture: Short or Long Coat, of medium strength; smooth in the
shorthaired variety; wiry (similar to the long hair of a wild boar) in the
long-coated variety. The short coat is denser than the Long Coat. With
the Long Coat there is a distinct "beard" undemeath the lower jaw. No
undercoat or fluff.

Colour: Predominant colours are yellow, fawn (in all shades from
light to very dark) and black (diluted or faded); solid coloured with or
without white markings; or white as basic colour with markings in the
listed colours.

HEIGHT AND WEIGHT:
Height at withers: 40-55 ¢cms.
Weight: 16-20 Kgs.

MEASUREMENT AND WEIGHT OF A TYPICAL MALE:
HEAD:

Length of skull: 11.00 cms.

Width: 9.75 cms.

Length of muzzle:  8.00 cms.
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HEST:
Girth:
Width:
Depth:

’PER LINE/TOPLINE:

Length of the back:

Width of the back:

INGTH:

Of the whole body:

Of the tail:

JIGHT:
At withers:
Length of foreleg:

At the hlpS (haunch bone):

EIGHT:

{WLTS: Any departure from the foregoing points should be
nsidered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be
zarded should be in exact proportion to its degree.

IRIOUS AND DISQUALIFYING FAULTS:
:neral appearance: Any sign of crossing with a Galgo (Spanish
ththound) or a Perdigueiro (Portuguese pointer).

54.00 cms.
12.50 cms.
20.00 cms.

43.00 cms.
10.50 cms.

48.00 cms.
28.50 ¢cms.

46.00 cms.
23.00 cms.
47.00 cms.

18 Kgs.

ws: Incorrect bite, badly placed teeth.

es: Of different colours.

wrs: Tipped over or folded

wck: Arched.
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Body: Topline distinctly arched.

Belly: Too much tucked up.

Rump: Exaggerated slope.

Dewelaws: Undesirable (affect the grading of the dog).
Tail: Curled up.

N.B. Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully
descended into the scrotum.

SCALE OF POINTS
General appearance 20
Head 20
yes 5
ars 10
eck L
ody 13
ILimbs 13
al 5
Coat and colour 5
100

LARGE PODENGO

The breed characteristics of the Large Podengo, a nearly extinct
varicty in the country of origin, are almost identical with those of the
medium sized Podengo with the following exceptions:

General appearance: Strong dog with plenty of substance, mainly
for hunting deer.
Height at withers: 55-70 ems.
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VIALL, PODENGO

The breed characteristics of the Small Podengo are also nearly
entical to those of the medium size Podengo, with the following
‘ceptions:
eneral appearance: A small dog somewhat elongated in proportion
hich is used for hunting rabbits as well as driving them from their
irrows or rock clefts.
cull: Flat or slightly arched.

»dy: Length of bedy exceeds height at withers.

imbs: Short. Forearm straight or slightly turned from outwards to
wards in its whole length.

eight at withers: 20-30 cms.
‘eight: 4-5 Kgs.

EASUREMENT AND WEIGHT OF A TYPICAL SMALL PODENGO BITCH:
(L.O.P. - 106 997)

IN cms.
LAD:
Length of skull 8.00
Width of skull 7.50
Length of muzzle 5.50
JEST:
Girth 36.00

Width
Depth

UPPER LINE/TOPLINE:
Length of the back
Width of the back

LENGTH:
Length of the whole body
Length of the tail

HEIGHT:
At withers
Forelegs

At the hips

WEIGHT:

analyse them.
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10.50
12.00

28.00
7.50

32.00
16.00

27.00
13.50
27.00

5 Kgs.

5.3-Most common morphological faults of the Breed

5.3.1- STRUCTURAL FAULTS IN MEDIUM AND LARGE PODENGO

| - INSUFFICIENT ANGLE OF THE FORE AND HIND LIMBS;
The first usually results in the arm being too short, or of the clavicle
being almost in the vertical; the second is almost always due to a short

From observing the existing Large, Medium and Small Podengos in
varied areas of the Country, especially in competitions of the breed
and in packs, we saw the following most frequent faults. We will
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fundamental for the breed and especially for those that breed it.
ccording to the list presented by Ojvind Winge (1950), mentioning
farchlewki, (1930), fallen ears dominate over the erect and accord-
ig to Hjin, (1941), the ears semi-erect dominate over the erect. It
>uld be concluded that in the breeding of the Podengo one should
zep in mind the referred domination in order to not crossbreed dogs
‘hose ears are not typically erect.

.§- Varieties of Hair

The Long Coat (Wire-hair) and the Short Coat (Smooth-hair) are
aaracteristics of the two varieties in the Podengo. Intermediate hair
not accepted by the standard.

Thus, it is important to define the pattern of the genetic behaviour
“that element, especially if the possibility of crossbreeding between
e two varieties is to appear (this may be authorised in the Small
ydengo).

Thus, Ojvind Winge (1950) concludes that the Short Coat
yminates over the Long Coat and he refers to the Hard Hair (long) as
sing suppressed or recessive in relation to the Short Coat.

This is something we have to take into consideration when
inking of crossbreeding Podengos of different hair varieties,
though this is only allowed in the small variety.

Such decisive elements of type and of genetic behaviour, serve as
base to these annotations, so that the breeders, can in a scientific
ay, work in the selection of the breed.

The following items, because they are rules or laws are at least
isceptible to incorrect interpretations, and need an orientation that
¢ will try to give:

A) AXES OF THE SKULL AND FOREFACE OF THE SMALL PODENGO

The superior axes of the skull and foreface of the Podengo, as said
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in the standard, are divergent. However, in the small Podengo due to
the smallness of the variety, the standard allows a slight arch of the
skull, which is reflected in the cranial lines, and for the most part they
are rectilinear or parallel. Such considerations should be kept in mind
when making a judgment.

B) EYES
The standard refers to oblique eyes, stating to the breeder and the

judge that they should try to have dogs with eyes of that type, because

the Portuguese Podengo, being a Mediterranean breed and inhabiting
areas of great solar radiation and strong brightness, should possess
eyes properly adapted so much to the sun and to the dust of these dry
sones. The round eyes should be penalised, although in the small
varicties one should have some consideration due to the reduced
number of dogs and its little homogeneity.

€) TEETHING

The standard, regarding the jaws, only speaks of the regular
opposition, with white and strong teeth.

It is a uniform understanding that the regular position of the jaws
in the Portuguese Podengo corresponds to the scissor bite.

Attending to the hereditary nature of prognathism, as Sruneberg
and Lea (1940) says, this fault should be severely punished.

One should also analyse the teeth in regards to the standard and
face the reality of the dog and its functionality.

Thus, in the absence of any indication by the standard in relation
o the number of teeth, because it doesn't speak about a complete set
of teeth, it has been understood as a correct interpretation, that the
tceth of the small Podengo can be incomplete, with a possible lack of
one or some pre-molars (P1 and P2) justified by its small structure.

In medium Podengos, it is accepted that the lack of one or more
pre-molars (P1), owing to the lack of other teeth is to be penalised.
lixceptions may be made if all other traits are equal, however, dogs
that have a complete set of teeth are to be judged the better Podengos.
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1 the Large Podengo and due to its functionality, the lack of any
oth should be penalised, since it's a pack dog, having to catch big
ame, demanding a complete set of teeth.

D) PIGMENTATION

The pigmentation is regulated by the standard. The most desirable
sing the ones that are darker than the colour of the coat, such as the
lack and the brown.

Howecver, attention should be paid to the pigmentation in liver
slour (the result of recessive alleles), that are associated with the
wn colour of the coat (red or ox colour, which is the colour and
pical pigmentation of the Cirneco dell' Etna), as well as of the
slour commonly designated as "chocolate".

These colours and pigmentations by themselves are not scornful
or should they be penalised, however they are usually associated
ith eyes of a lighter colour, of light yellow or greenish, colours that
¢ undesirable in the eyes of the Portuguese Podengos.

The bright flesh colours and "almaradas” (with white spots) are
desirable because they don't coincide with those demanded by the
andard, as they are an indication of a lack of pigmentation that can
ad to albinism.

E) HEIGHTS
MEDIUM AND LARGE PODENGO

Heights previously seen in the standard:
Medium Podengo - minimum 40 cms., maximum 53 cms.
Large Podengo - minimum 55 ems., maximum 70 cms.

The standard of the Portuguese Podengo in its three size types,
stablishes minimum and maximum heights. There is not a space or
ip between the maximum height of the medium ones and the
inimum height of the large ones.

Thus, any height variation that is greater than the maximum of a
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Medium Podengo, will make him go to the large size, being
safeguarded in appreciative terms. This shows good sense and balance
of thinking in trying to assure the future of the Large Podengo with
the help of the Medium Podengo.

The simple exceeding of the measures foreseen in the standard, if
not significant and accompanied by structure, bones and expected
balance, won't justify the immediate adoption of the size change.

The exceeding of the maximum limit in the large ones is rare and
it doesn't represent any risk. It is even considered an important dog
for reproduction and improvement of the medium height of the Large
ones, that in general terms, have lack of structure.

SMALL PODENGO
Height foreseen in the standard:
Small Podengs - minimum 20 cms., maximum 30 cms.

As for the heights previously mentioned for the Small Podengo,
the following approach should be taken:

If the dog is shorter in height than the minimum, but it is balanced,
it should be accepted, although penalised since miniaturisation is
undesirable and harms its functionality.

The exceeding of the maximum height should be faced with good
sense, because of the small number of dogs of small size and
especially of the Long Coat variety, This type is still not well
established, and they advise an approach giving favour to the balance
and typiness of the dog, and accepting dogs that surpass lightly the
maximum height as seen previously in the standard.

This argument is based on the fact that the standard does not
continue between the small size and the medium as it does between
the medium and the large Podengos and could exclude dogs of great
value that are vital for the improvement of the breed.

F) CROSSBREEDING AMONG VARIETIES OF SHORT AND LONG COAT

The standard foresees two coat types: the Short Smooth and the
Long Wire.
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